
                          In-Vitro Fertilization (IVF) Wait times          
 
MOH Funded Fertility Program  

The Ministry of Health & Long Term Care (MOHLTC) Funded Fertility Program at the Ottawa Fertility 
Centre (OFC) has been running since December 2015. As an IVF patient, here is some important 
information to review and understand: 

1) The waiting time for Funded IVF at OFC is approximately 1 year (+/-3 months). Waiting time 
variances are due to many unpredictable reasons such as patients becoming pregnant while waiting 
or choosing to delay treatment once their name has come up. We cannot be more precise in 
predicting your potential treatment timelines, however we will contact you approximately 3 
months prior to treatment for preparation. 

2) When your name comes up on the Funded IVF waiting list, you cannot hold this spot indefinitely. 
For proper cycle planning, patients are required to be prepared for receiving their IVF treatment 
when the nurse calls for scheduling. If you are unable to begin your treatment within 2 cycles you 
will be placed at the bottom of the funded waiting list. 

3) The Funded Fertility Program has a limited amount of budget per fiscal year (April 1 to March 31st). 
To ensure OFC uses all of the budget per year, we aim to finish the budget before March 31st; 
therefore there may be longer wait times when the budget is completed for the year. 

4) You should receive a call from the Scheduling Nurse within 4 weeks of your IVF orders being 
completed by your physician. Ask your physician’s office if your orders are ready when you are in 
for IVF Consent signing. If you do not hear from us, call the Schedule Nurse office at Ext 610 or 614. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Patient Paid IVF Treatment Cycles 

We are able to continue offering patient paid IVF cycles with minimal wait times. Patient requests for 
treatment vary month to month, thus sometimes we may have no wait times and other times we may 
have a couple months’ wait.  

1) At OFC we have weekly IVF volume restrictions in place to ensure laboratory quality and safety of 
your embryos. We will do our best to accommodate your desired month of treatment, however this 
is never a guarantee due to the unpredictable nature of monthly cycles and the IVF process.  

2) You should receive a phone call from the Scheduling Nurse within 2-3 weeks of your IVF orders 
being completed by your physician. To better understand your waiting times, be sure to ask your 
physician’s office if your IVF orders are ready at the time of IVF Consent signing. If you do not hear 
from a schedule nurse by 3 weeks, please call the Schedule Nurse office at Ext 610 or 614.  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Frozen Embryo Transfer (FET) Cycles 

Both funded and patient paid FET cycles will experience the same wait times for the receipt of their 
treatment. Wait times are due to limited laboratory volumes for safety reasons. Once your FET orders 
are completed by your physician, the wait times can approach 3 months. 
 
If you are planning your first FET in the Funded Fertility Program, you may experience an extra delay due 
to the budget limitations over a fiscal year (April 1st to March 31st). For example, if you are ready for your 
FET in February or March, you may be advised that you need to wait until April when the new budget is 
available.  


